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Background
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However, their rapid proliferation led to questioning their effectiveness and robustness. 

To ensure that the transition to circular biobased systems occurs sustainably, it is essential to evaluate 
the performance of these tools.

✓ This is where the BIOBASEDCERT Cluster comes into play!



The cluster: BIOBASEDCERT 

HORIZON-CL6-2021-ZEROPOLLUTION-01-07: International and 

EU sustainability certification schemes for bio-based systems 4

Cluster of 3 Horizon Europe projects (2022-2025) :

Objective: To assess the effectiveness and robustness of 
international and EU sustainability certification schemes 
and labels, applicable to bio-based systems
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Monitoring 

System
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HARMONITOR consortium
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HARMONITOR approach 



Objectives of the cluster 

➢ Gain a precise picture of existing sustainability certification schemes and labels (CSLs) for industrial 

bio-based systems;

➢ Gather data on global trade flows of biological resources and bio-based materials and products, 

differentiating between certified and uncertified flows;

➢ Develop and test a monitoring system to assess the effectiveness and robustness of existing CSLs;

➢ Assess costs and benefits from the adoption of CSLs in industrial bio-based value chains and perform 

a feasibility study on selected CSLs;

➢ Develop and disseminate findings and recommendations to promote the adoption of effective and 

robust sustainability CSLs to a range of stakeholders.
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Strategic Areas and Structure of Collaboration 

❖ Joint Advisory Board

❖ Joint Dissemination and Communication Activities

❖ Strategic Areas for Collaboration
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Rationale behind the joint development of the BMS

❖ To reduce confusion, divergence and mistrust among stakeholders. To streamline 

stakeholder consultations and reduce fatigue;

❖ To develop a more comprehensive and detailed tool, covering a wide range of bio-

based sectors and products;

❖ To increase the chances of continued use of the BMS after the end of three projects, 

avoid competition;

❖ Possibility to build on each other’s knowledge and experience, subjecting the BMS 

to a higher level of scrutiny and maximizing effective use of resources.
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Audience and Purpose of BMS

EU policymakers

➢ Increase transparency regarding the performance of existing CSLs for biobased systems, including an 

evaluation of their effectiveness and robustness.

➢ Provide understanding of how existing CSLs contribute to EU sustainability priorities

➢ Can use the BMS as an implementation mechanism to fulfil regulations

Sustainability certification schemes and labels (CSLs) owners

➢ Support and incentivize to improve their systems by identifying gaps and potential weaknesses in their 

content and system characteristics

➢ Facilitate their potential harmonization in terms of shared sustainability and governance criteria



Scope of the BMS

Target: CSLs intended for 
industrial biobased value-
chains and to biobased 
materials and products

Depth: Considering the 
entire value chain, 
capturing all aspects of a 
product’s life cycle

Geographical range: Applicability to 
products produced & traded within the 
EU. Other geographical regions involved 
in the production and product handling 
will be considered.
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BIOBASEDCERT Monitoring System (BMS)
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BMS - System Level
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BMS - Content Level
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BMS - Outcome Level



Timeline

Task Timelines

Development of draft criteria (system, content, outcome) 
and evaluation structure

March 2023 – January 2024

First draft of the BMS January 2024

I Testing of the BMS (FSC, RSB, Nordic Swan)+ 
Improvement of the BMS with feedback

February 2024 – July 2024

II Testing of the BMS + Improvement of the 
BMS with feedback

August 2024 – February 2025

Stakeholder Consultations and futher application of the 
BMS

March 2025 – May 2025

Final version of the BMS May 2025
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Policy priorities
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Many EU policies establish sustainability goals and requirements for bio-based value

chains

However...

o There are still gaps in policy targets

o Targets are rather general and not specific

o Majority of them are not legally binding

o Thus, limited influence of current policies on bio-based industry



Policy recommendations 

❖ Set specific sustainability targets for bio-based materials and EU bioeconomy 

policies.

❖ Clarify (expected) future legislative requirements and provide 

implementation guidelines.

❖ Create awareness among manufacturers about sustainability ambitions, 

expected use phase and expected end of life management.

❖ Ensure consistency in sustainability requirements across different biological 

resources and sectors.

❖ Establish criteria for minimum sustainable bio-based content.
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Policy recommendations - Role of CSLs

❖ CSLs can be used as co-regulation instruments to fill in some policy 

gaps and improve sustainability of biobased value chains.

o Important to increase robustness and effectiveness of CSLs.

o Support collaboration among certification schemes for alignment with EU laws.
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Upcoming events

❖ a
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Iris Vural Gursel, iris.vuralgursel@wur.nl

Luana Ladu, luana.ladu@tu-berlin.de 

Costanza Rossi, c.rossi@sqconsult.com

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 

This presentation has been produced by ICONS in the context of the 
Horizon Results Booster services delivered to 
SUSTCERT4BIOBASED (GA 101059785 ), HARMONITOR (GA 
101060133), and STAR4BBS (GA 101060588). This product doesn’t
reflect the views of the European Commission. 
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